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A Study on the Modernization of the Heating Method of Apartment Houses in
the 1950s and 1960s Korea

- Focusing on Haengchon, Jongam, Mapo Apartments -

Haengchon, Jongam, and Mapo Apartments for example -
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Abstract

The traditional Korean heating system ondol, one of the most important characteristics of Korean architecture,
still remains as hydronic floor heating. Various studies have been conducted on the modernization of ondol, but
the process of introducing the hydronic floor heating has not been seriously studied so far. Therefore, this paper
aims to demonstrate how the hydronic floor heating had been introduced to Korea, taking the 1950s and 1960s

these three are regarded as the first Korean

apartment houses after the Korean War. While Western advanced construction technology was imported for these
apartments, various methods of modernizing ondol were also considered. What was remarkable in these attempts
is that hydronic floor heating first appeared in Mapo 1st Apartment in 1962, because this is the universal heating
method in the present Korea. This fact signifies that the traditional principle of floor heating has been
maintained, and it would also be meaningful in terms of architectural exchanges between East and West,
if considered along with Wright's application of the Korean heating principle to his houses since 1930s.
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